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5 Into this unfolding landscape of Burgundian historiography the eight new studies listed below have emerged. Together they reveal a marked willingness to extend the chronological scope of the Burgundian period into the sixteenth century, and in important respects they develop our understanding of the court, female power and ideology.
The century of Burgundy
Such was the preponderance of Burgundy in Johan Huizinga's vision of medieval culture that he considered entitling his 'Study of the forms of life, thought, and art', not the Waning of the Middle Ages as it would eventually become in English, but rather The Century of Burgundy. 6 How is one to define the chronological parameters of such a 'century'? The relevance of the Burgundian legacy to so many nation states doubtless helps explain the enduring appeal of the subject, not to mention the continuing willingness of modern governments to contribute generously to the organisation of great review by difficult circumstances to take stock of their position in the decades after 1477, 'la loyauté vis-à-vis du roi de France, suzerain du comté de Flandre, est indubitablement entrée en ligne de compte'. 17 Conclusions such as these sit uncomfortably within the chronologies generated by the teleology of national state formation, this time of Belgium and the Netherlands, but they are no less significant for that.
Gradually, then, we have come to think of the 'Century of Burgundy' in broader terms than those once suggested by the subsequent development of the nation state. Lines of inquiry are pursued and methods and theoretical approaches are applied either side of any notional dividing line which might be deemed to exist in 1477. The raft of books under review here provides much evidence that the trend is strengthening, but we are also made aware of the uneven spread of the work, as well as some of the obstacles to be faced. These points can be pursued through a discussion of three themes which stand out in this latest crop.
The court
Analysis of the court has long been central to our understanding of Burgundian power for reasons adduced above. One strand in the historiography -going back at least as far as Huizinga -focuses on the material culture of the court, widening outwards from the contemplation of objects now housed in museums (in Huizinga's case, the work of Flemish primitives) to consider the societies and polities that made and used them.
That tradition is alive and well today -if anything, indeed, it has been accentuated by the 'cultural turn' in historical research. or William Moreel (a prominent member of the Bruges elite). The result is an impressively nuanced account of why it proved so difficult for Maximilian to establish his rights in the Burgundian dominions. At the centre of this narrative is the court, which emerges from Haemers's study, not as a closed world disconnected from government and politics, but rather as the beating heart of the polity.
Female power, female agency
The court could serve as a particularly effective forum for the development and exercise of female power. This last theme has itself become a significant feature of research into the 'Long Century of Burgundy', and arguably the study of female figures of the Burgundian house is the one remaining growth area in that strand of biographical and dynastic historiography which was typified by Richard Vaughan. Monique Sommé's work on Isabella of Portugal, third wife of Philip the Good, stands as a landmark in the field, but in recent years review it is the 'early modern' (rather than 'late medieval') period which has attracted most attention -a period when women of the ruling house in this region were, among many other things, regents with potentially wide powers. for almost all her days, and her brothers are far more likely than her to have inherited their father's manuscripts. and the growth of the state, ideology may be defined as a set of discourses and key words 'deployed to convince a society that the interests of a small 
